Examples of “pathways” from poverty to adverse child outcomes
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Exposure to crime Inferior schools, Exposure to toxic
fewer job chemicals and
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cancer, lung damage,
brain damage,

school failure,
behavior problems,
damaged immune
systems, and disease.

lower achievement,
lack of hope, dropping
out, not attending
college, joblessness,
lack of job benefits,
low wages.

post-traumatic
stress symptoms,
limited opportunities
to go outside.
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Inferior child care

stress (measured by
higher stress hormone
levels), anxious and
aggressive behavior,
less active or friendly.
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Unaffordable text
books and school
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dropping out,
withheld diplomas,
less participation
in school activities.
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achievement.

Home and work
responsibilities

“more mind wander-
ing and less exert-
ing effort in school,”
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ment and attainment.
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family separation,
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Utility Water
shut-offs leakage
home fire mald,
deaths. cock-
roaches

asthma.
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plaster, fewer opportunities
{o clean and repaintt
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iead poisoning

low birthweight,
hearing loss,
brain and kidney
damage, reading

Crowded
housing
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Financial barriers
to college

lower school
attainment.

Crowded housing {combined
with lack of neighborhood

parks and facitities)

stress, less
opportunity
for rest,
infections
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disability, lower 1Q scores, dropping out of
school, attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder.

CHILDREN’S BEFENSE FUND
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few places to piay, chil-
dren playing in street

injuries.




